


About the List and Criteria for Selection
The books that appear in this annotated list were evaluated and selected by 
a Book Review Committee appointed by the National Council for the Social 
Studies (NCSS) and assembled in cooperation with the Children’s Book Council 
(CBC). NCSS and CBC have cooperated on this annual bibliography since 1972. 
Books selected for this bibliography were published in 2012 and were written 
for children in grades K-12. The Book Review Committee looks for books that 
emphasize human relations, represent a diversity of groups and are sensitive 
to a broad range of cultural experiences, present an original theme or a fresh 
slant on a traditional topic, are easily readable and of high literary quality, have 
a pleasing format, and, where appropriate, include illustrations that enrich the 
text. Each book is read by several reviewers, and books are included on the list by 
committee assent; the annotations do not necessarily reflect the judgment of the 
entire committee.

Publishers’ addresses are available in standard reference works such as 
Children’s Books in Print (R.R. Bowker) and Literary Market Place (R.R. Bowker), and 
from CBC. CBC’s Members List may be downloaded at www.cbcbooks.org/membership/
member-list. Credits for permission to reproduce the cover art included in this 
supplement are printed on page 16. 

Titles are arranged by broad subject categories. Although many are 
appropriate for more than one category, they have been placed where their 
usefulness in social studies education appears greatest. Annotators have 
also indicated the thematic strands (shown below) from National Curriculum 
Standards for Social Studies: A Framework for Teaching, Learning, and Assessment,  
to which the book relates.

Thematic Strands of the NCSS Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
 Culture

 time, Continuity, and Change

 PeoPle, PlaCes, and environments

 individual develoPment and identity

 individuals, grouPs, and institutions

 Power, authority, and governanCe

 ProduCtion, distribution, and ConsumPtion

 sCienCe, teChnology, and soCiety

 global ConneCtions

 CiviC ideals and PraCtiCes

1.  2. Buffalo Sisters.  3. Jim Morrison. 4. Illustrated with various 
photographs.

5. Whiffman Press. 6. 56 pp. 7. Trade ISBN 0-696-67321-1,
Library ISBN 0-696-64213-X, F 
(Wannamaker)

8. $12.89.

9. (M, H) 10. The true story of sisters Florence 
and Ester Weeks’s childhood on the 
American frontier.

11. (ABM) 12. 3, 5

Parts of a Notable Listing
1. The titles marked with a honey bee icon are Selectors’ Choices—books that individual committee members 
responded to with particular enthusiasm.    2. Title: Subtitle    3. Author(s)    4. Illustrator    5. Publisher. 
6. Number of pages  7. International Standard Book Numbers (ISBNs) are included for all available editions 
(trade, library, and paperback). The symbol “F” indicates that a paperback edition is forthcoming. A pub-
lisher’s name in parentheses indicates that a different publisher will issue the paperback edition.  8. Price as of 
January 2012    9. Reading levels: P: Primary (K-2), I: Intermediate (3-5), M: Middle (6-8), H: High (9-12). They 
are intended as guidelines and are not meant to limit the potential use of titles.    10. Brief descriptive annota-
tion, plus notations of the presence of additional textual materials, if any.    11. Initials indicating the reviewer 
responsible for the annotation (see list at right).    12. Thematic strands of the curriculum standards for social 
studies in order of relevancy (see list above).
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2013 Book 
Review 

Committee 
Members

Kevin M. Brown, Sixth Grade 
Teacher, East Meadow School, Granby, 
Mass. (KMB)

Kristy A. Brugar (committee chair) 
Assistant Professor, Teacher 
Education, Social Studies, Wayne State 
University, Detroit, Mich. (KAB)

Tina Buster, Social Studies Teacher, 
Los Angeles Unified School District, 
Los Angeles, Calif. (TB)

Joann Claspill, Teacher, Langford 
Elementary, Blythewood, S.C. (JC)

Cynthia Grady, Head Librarian, 
Sidwell Friends Middle School, 
Washington, D.C. (CG)

Karen Hildebrand, Library Media 
Specialist/Reading Consultant, 
Delaware City Schools, Delaware, 
Ohio (retired); Book reviewer: IRA 
Reading Today Online, Ashland 
University, Adjunct Instructor (KSH)

Kathleen Kavet, Social Studies 
Teacher, John F. Kennedy High School, 
Denver, Colo. (KK)

Jennifer Lawless, School 
Improvement Grant Facilitator, Toledo 
Public Schools, Toledo, Ohio (JEL)

Melinda Odom Staubs, Assistant 
Professor, Curriculum & Instruction, 
Jacksonville State University, 
Jacksonville, Ala. (MOS)

Kim D. O’Neil, Teacher, Liverpool 
CSD, Liverpool, NY (KON)

Cynthia A. Tyson, Professor, The 
Ohio State University, Columbus, 
Ohio (CAT)

Scott Waters, Professor, Emporia State 
University, Emporia, Kans. (SW)





I Am Helen Keller. 
Grace Norwich. Scholastic Reference. 128pp. 
Paperback ISBN 978-0-545-44779-9, $5.99. (I)

Helen Keller’s life is depicted 
through a timeline, sidebars, 
and information that illustrate 
for readers the life of a young 
girl living in a world of darkness 
who grew to become a light to 
others. Bibliography, Glossary, 
Webliography, Index. (MOS) 4, 3, 2 

Jazz Age Josephine:  
Dancer, singer—who’s that, 
who? Why that’s MISS  
Josephine Baker, to You!
Jonah Winter. Illustrated by Marjorie Priceman. 
Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing/ Atheneum. 
40pp. Trade ISBN 978-1-4169-6123-9, $16.99. (P, I) 

With powerful images and clever 
text, this biography offers a glimpse 
into the life and times of Josephine 
Baker, as readers follow Baker from 
St. Louis to New York, and then to 
Paris. Author’s Note. (KAB) 1, 2, 4

Looking at Lincoln 
Maira Kalman. Nancy Paulsen Books, Penguin 
Young Readers Group. 32pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-3992-4039-3, $17.99. (P, I)

Author/illustrator Maira Kalman 
offers a humanizing look at our 
16th president, portraying his life 
through the eyes of an admiring 
young girl. Author’s Note, Sources. 
(KSH) 2, 4

Monsieur Marceau:  
Actor Without Words 
Leda Schubert. Illustrated by Gérard DuBois. Flash 
Point, an imprint of Roaring Brook Press, an imprint 
of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group. 40pp. 
Trade ISBN 978-1-5964-3529-2, $17.99. (P)

This is a beautifully illustrated, 
inspirational account of the life of 
Marcel Marceau, the world’s most 
famous mime, from his early life in 
France, his work with the French 
Resistance against the Nazis, and his 
successful stage life. Source Notes, 
Further Reading. (KK) 4, 3

Mrs. Harkness and the Panda 
Alicia Potter. Illustrated by Melissa Sweet. Knopf 
Books for Young Readers, Random House Children’s 
Books. 40pp. Trade ISBN 978-0-3758-4448-5, 

$16.99. (P, I)

This picture book, replete with 
beautiful illustrations, tells the 
story of the pioneering American 
woman who traveled to China to 
find and bring back the first baby 
panda to the United States in the 
1930s. Author’s Note, Selected 
Bibliography, Chronology of Events. 
(TB) 3, 9, 8

Noah Webster & His Words 
Jeri Chase Ferris. Illustrated by Vincent X. Kirsch. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Children’s Book Group. 
32pp. Trade ISBN 978-0-5473-9055-0, $16.99. (P, I)

Noah Webster’s American Dictionary 
played an influential role in the 
development of a common language 
in the United States. The author does 
an excellent job telling the story of 
Noah Webster and why he decided 
to develop the American Dictionary. 
Author’s Note, Bibliography, 
Timeline. (JEL) 2, 4

Biography
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The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer. Illustrated by Elizabeth Zunon. Dial. 32pp. 
Trade ISBN 978-0-8037-3511-8, $16.99. (P, I)

In this picture book adaptation of the adult autobiography, 
inventor and entrepreneur Kamkwamba gives us a glimpse 
into his life as a 14-year-old in drought-ridden Malawi and 
how he came to help his family, community, and nation. 
Author’s Note. (CG) 3, 9, 8 

The Camping Trip that  Changed America:  
Theodore Roosevelt, John Muir, and our  
National Parks 
Barb Rosenstock. Illustrated by Mordicai Gerstein. Dial. 32pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-8037-3710-5, $16.99. (I, M)

In 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt asked 
conservationist John Muir to take him camping in 
California to learn about Yosemite’s giant trees. The 
experience turned the president into a fierce protector of 
wilderness areas, and impacted the development of the 
national park system. Author Notes. (KSH) 3, 4

Contemporary Concerns
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Environments/Energy/Ecology

Personal Effects 
E.M. Kokie. Candlewick Press. 352pp 
Trade ISBN 978-0-7636-5527-3, $16.99. (M, H)

Matt Foster is despondent over the 
recent death of his brother who 
was killed in Iraq. This fictionalized 
account explores the trauma of coping 
with his brother’s death and the 
awareness Matt gains as he learns of his 
brother’s secret life. (KSH) 3, 4 

The Pregnancy Project: A Memoir
Gaby Rodriguez with Jenna Glatzer. Simon & Schuster 
Children’s Publishing/ SSBFYR. 224pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-1-4424-4622-9, $17.99.  
Paperback ISBN 978-1-4424-4623-6, $9.99. (M, H)

This school project, turned memoir, 
chronicles Gaby Rodriguez’s faked 
pregnancy as she seeks to uncover 
the stereotypes and low expectations 
others have of her as the child of a teen 
mother. Acknowledgments. (MOS) 1, 4
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Ellen’s Broom
Kelly Starling Lyons. Illustrated by Daniel Minter. 
Putnam. 32pp. Trade ISBN 978-0-3992-5003-3 
$16.99. (P)

The broom resting above the hearth 
takes on special meaning to Ellen, 
when it is announced that former 
slaves can now have unions legally 
recognized. A Reconstruction tale. 
Author’s Note. (SDW) 2, 4

Fifty Cents and a Dream:  
Young Booker T. Washington
Jabari Asim. Illustrated by Bryan Collier. Little, 
Brown Books for Young Readers. 48pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-3160-8657-8, $16.99. (P, I)

This book captures the hardship and 
spirit of one of the most inspiring 
figures in American history, Booker 
T. Washington, the legendary 
educator of freedmen. Author’s 
Note, Bibliography, Timeline, and 
Additional Notes. (SDW) 3, 4, 5 

The Great Molasses Flood: 
Boston, 1919
Deborah Kops. Illustrated with archival 
photographs. Charlesbridge. 112pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-1-58089-348-0, $18.95. (M)

An in-depth look at one of the 
strangest and stickiest disasters in 
American history, the explosion 
of a tank that held more than two 
million gallons of molasses, near 
Boston Harbor. The book includes 
details of the investigation that 
followed. Cast of Characters. Index. 
(KMB) 3, 6, 10 

Harlem’s Little Blackbird:  
The Story of Florence Mills
Renee Watson. Random House Books for Young 
Readers. 40pp. Trade ISBN 978-0-3758-6973-0. (P, I)

A heartwarming story about a little-
known, yet extremely influential 
figure from the Harlem Renaissance. 
The story of Florence Mills can 
inspire others to pursue their 
dreams. Author’s Note. (JEL) 2, 4

Here Come the Girl Scouts!
Shana Corey. Illustrated Hadley Hooper. Scholastic 
Press. 40pp. Trade ISBN 978-0-545-34278-0 
$17.99 (P, I)

Combining her ancestors’ 
passion for service with her own 
adventurous spirit and her belief 
that girls could do anything, Juliette 
Gordon Low founded the Girl 
Scouts. Author’s Notes, Sources. 
(SDW) 4, 5

I Lay My Stitches Down:  
Poems of American Slavery
Cynthia Grady. Illustrated by Michele Wood. 
Eerdmans Books for Young Readers. 34pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-8028-5386-8, $17.00. (I, M, H)

The poems in this collection mirror 
the structure of a quilt, and include 
biblical or spiritual references, 
musical references, and fiber arts 
references that reflect the patchwork 
of circumstances of enslaved 
people in America. Author’s 
Note, Illustrator’s Note, Suggested 
Readings. (CAT) 1, 2, 6

History/Life & Culture in the Americas
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Unspoken:  
A Story From the  
Underground Railroad
Henry Cole. Scholastic Press. 40pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-545-39997-5, $16.99. (I)

Simple, beautiful pencil and paper 
illustrations pull the reader into a 
powerful and mysterious wordless 
story. During the Civil War, a young 
girl becomes aware of someone 
hiding in her family’s barn. Author’s 
Note. (KAB) 2, 10

Walking on Earth and Touching 
the Sky: Poetry and Prose by 
Lakota Youth at Red Cloud 
Indian School
Edited by Timothy P. McLaughlin, foreword by 
Joseph Marshall III. Illustrated by S.D. Nelson. 
Abrams Books for Young Readers. 80pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-1-4197-0179-5, $19.95. (I, M, H)

Lakota youth express their “feelings 
of Indian self-identity” and connec-
tion with their traditional Native 
culture. The reader gains an under-
standing of contemporary Lakota 
life through these perspectives. Au-
thor’s Note, Index of Titles, Index of 
Poets. (KON) 4, 1, 5

We March
Shane W. Evans. A Neal Porter Book, an imprint 
of Roaring Brook Press, an imprint of Macmillan 
Children’s Publishing Group. 32pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-1-5964-3539-1, $16.99. (P, I)

The author conveys the significance 
of the 1963 March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom using 
simplistic sentence patterns that are 
both easily understood by younger 
students and thought-provoking for 
older readers. Author’s Note. (KON) 
5, 6

History/Life & Culture in the Americas

The Giant and How He 
Humbugged America
Jim Murphy. Scholastic Press. 112pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-439-69184-0, $19.99. (M, H)

In 1869, a man deceived the nation 
into believing an exhumed 10-foot-
tall “petrified man” was from the 
Onondaga Indian tribe or possibly a 
biblical giant like Goliath. This is an 
intriguing case study in fraud and 
propaganda. Source Notes, Selected 
Bibliography, Index. (CAT) 1, 3, 7

Master of Deceit:  
J. Edgar Hoover and  
America in the Age of Lies
Marc Aronson. Candlewick Press. 230pp.  
Trade ISBN 978-0-7636-5025-4, $25.99. (H)

This book explores the life and 
legacy of J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI’s 
founding director, and one of the 
most powerful Americans of the 
twentieth century. Author’s Note, 
Bibliography, Image Credits, Index. 
(JC) 3, 6, 5 

A Street through Time:  
A 12,000-Year Walk  
through History
Illustrated by Steve Noon. DK Publishing. 48pp. 
Trade ISBN 978-0756697921, $11.99. (M, H)

Wonderfully detailed illustrations 
and primary photographs allow the 
reader to experience the story of a 
street as it changes throughout time. 
Timeline. (JEL) 2, 3, 7

Reference
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The Children’s Book Council
The Children’s Book Council is the only national trade organization exclusively dedicated to children’s book 
publishers. The CBC offers children’s publishers the opportunity to work together on issues important to 
the industry at large, including educational programming, literacy advocacy, and collaborations with other 
national organizations including NCSS. The Children’s Book Council helps instill a life-long love of reading 
in children as a major donor to Every Child a Reader, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit which administers Children’s Book 
Week, the National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature Program, and the Children’s and Teen Choice 
Book Awards. Learn more at cbcbooks.org.

Other bibliographies on which the CBC cooperates are:

Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students
Reprinted from the March issues of Science and Children, Science Scope, and The Science Teacher, a joint project 
of the National Science Teachers Association and the CBC. Single copies are available for $5. Send orders to 
the Children’s Book Council, attn: Outstanding Science, 54 West 39th Street, 14th floor, New York, NY 10018. 
This list can also be found online at www.cbcbooks.org/cbc-book-lists/outstanding-science.

Children’s Choices
Reprinted from the October issue of The Reading Teacher, a joint project of the International Reading Associa-
tion (IRA) and the CBC. Annotated lists are available for download on the IRA website (www.reading.org/
Resources/Booklists/ChildrensChoices.aspx).

National Council for the Social Studies
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) is a professional, non-profit association for social studies 
teachers and educators at all levels from early childhood through college. It engages and supports teachers in 
strengthening and advocating social studies.

NCSS publishes two major journals. Social Education addresses all levels of the profession, offering articles 
whose subjects range from the latest research to practical classroom ideas. Social Studies and the Young Learner 
is devoted to K-6 social studies education, meeting teachers’ needs for new information and effective teaching 
activities. Middle Level Learning, which provides ideas and activities for the middle grades, is an online supple-
ment to NCSS periodicals published three times a year. 

As part of their membership benefits, NCSS members receive a subscription to Social Education or Young 
Learner. All members also receive the NCSS newsletter, The Social Studies Professional, which provides informa-
tion on professional news, opportunities, resources for teachers, workshops, travel and study programs and 
NCSS activities.

NCSS developed and published the social studies standards, which are used nationally as a basis for cur-
riculum planning and student performance assessment. The annotations of books in this list include references 
to the thematic strands of the social studies standards to which the book relates (see page 2).

This list of Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People is an NCSS member benefit, published in 
the May/June issue of Social Education, which is sent to all members who subscribe to Social Studies and the 
Young Learner, as well as to the regular subscribers of Social Education. The list is also available online to NCSS 
members at members.ncss.org; prior year lists are available at www.socialstudies.org/notable.

For information on membership and services, e-mail membership@ncss.org, call 301 588-1800, or 
visit www.socialstudies.org/membership. NCSS is located at 8555 Sixteenth Street, Suite 500, Silver Spring, 
Maryland 20910. Visit NCSS online at www.socialstudies.org.

This list is a joint project of NCSS and the Children’s Book Council. Single copies are available from CBC for 
$5.00. Send orders to the Children’s Book Council, attn.: Social Studies, 54 West 39th Street, 14th Floor, New York, 
NY 10018.

My Family for the War
Anne C. Voorhoeve. Dial. 412pp. 
Trade ISBN 978-0-8037-3360-2, $17.99. (M)

This captivating story is told through 
the eyes of a young Protestant 
girl of Jewish ancestry in World 
War II. Torn from her family 
and smuggled out of Germany 
on the kindertransport of Jewish 
children, living in London with 
Jewish strangers, Franziska explores 
questions of identity, family, and 
love. Epilogue, Afterword. (MOS) 
2, 4, 3

A Passion for Victory
Benson Bobrick. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
Random House Children’s Books. 160pp. 
Trade ISBN 978-0-3758-6869-6. (M, H)

Bobrick deftly conveys the historical 
and cultural context of the 
Olympics, from the first games in 
Ancient Greece through the 1936 
Berlin games. Ample photographs 
enhance this informational narrative 
of athletic prowess and human 
spirit. Chronology, Source Notes, 
Bibliography, Index. (CG) 1, 2, 5

World History  
& Culture

NCSS Publications

Director of Publications: Michael Simpson
Associate Editor: Jennifer Bauduy
Art Director: Rich Palmer

These covers are used with permission of the publishers, ©2012
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